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entered a schoolroom unexpectedly, to find on a
blackboard the legend " Butler is an old fool." The
boys waited horror-struck, but the Head Master
approached the blackboard, eyed it carefully, and
then remarked with a sigh, " The melancholy truth
stares me in the face/'

These old scholars were shrewd judges of the
meaning of a word. When the burgesses of Shrews-
bury tried to prove that their sons should be educated
for nothing at a " Free " School, they had no diffi-
culty in showing that the words " libera schola"
meant nothing of the kind: on the contrary, it meant
that the School was free from all outside interference.
The story is told that the only reason why Dickens
chose Our Mutual Friend for the title of one of his
novels was to annoy Dr. Kennedy, who had demon-
strated unanswerably that the phrase is a linguistic
monstrosity.

I believe that historians of public schools are
disposed to maintain that many of the new methods
ascribed to Dr. Arnold had in fact been anticipated
at Shrewsbury, and in particular the prefect system,
but I am not brave enough to offend Rugbeian senti-
ment, nor have I any desire to detract from Dr,
Arnold's glory. Mr. Lytton Strachey, I seem to
remember, blames him for looking a little puzzled:
but then he lived in an age before complete know-
ledge of the mysteries of the universe had been
revealed to literary babes.

Mr. Moss's great achievement was the removal